Haemophilus influenzae B meningitis in a patient with a ventriculoperitoneal shunt and meningomyelocele.
A child with an implanted ventriculoperitoneal (VP) shunt and meningomyelocele had an infection of his cerebrospinal fluid (CSF). The organism cultured from the VP shunt apparatus and the meningomyelocele repair site was Haemophilus influenzae B (HIB), a very unusual pathogen in this setting. The patient was treated with the appropriate antibiotics, administered intravenously in accordance with accepted practice and available literature, with no improvement. The site of the persistent infection was finally determined to be within the meningomyelocele repair tissue. The patient's clinical status improved dramatically following the removal and replacement of the total shunt apparatus. The three-part apparatus tip was cultured according to the standard laboratory practice, but did not yield any organism. We conclude that the management of HIB meningitis in the presence of a VP shunt should include prompt removal of the apparatus. Recovery of the organism may be enhanced by separating the apparatus components and culture of the connections, instead of merely the indwelling tip.